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A Highlight on Our Shrubs

Autumn is almost here! With cooler weather on the way, fall is the 
perfect season for planting perennials, trees, and shrubs, giving them 
time to establish before hot weather comes around again. 

Fall is the time to plant shrubs (and trees)! We've been busy over 
the last couple of months preparing by growing more shrubs, 
adding new species, and restocking ones we've sold out of. The 
cool weather of fall allows for stress-free transplanting and good 
root growth. It also saves much more energy for the gardener 
because not as much watering is typically required when weather 
gets colder. In honor of this time of year, we'd like to take a 
moment to highlight a few of the species we have in stock:

Flame Azalea (NEW!)
Rhododendron 
calendulaceum

Perhaps one of the showiest natives, this is the plant 
to brighten any garden. Preferring part shade, Flame 
Azalea grows well in medium to dry soil. Also in stock 
is the similar Pinxter Azalea (Rhododendron 
periclymenoides).

Pictured: Rosebay Rhododendron 
(NEW!) Rhododendron maximum 

Smooth Sumac
Rhus glabra

A spreading shrub that produces clumps of red berries that 
are loved by birds and can also be used by humans to make a 
drink similar to lemonade. Flowers are LOVED by a large 
variety of pollinators and often the sound of their buzzing 
wings can be heard from far away! Great fall color.
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Inkberry (NEW!)
Ilex glabra

A native evergreen shrub for sun that can be a great 
choice for a hedge or privacy fence. Having a similar 
look to a boxwood, Inkberry grows 5-8 ft, but can 
easily be pruned to shorter heights. As a member of 
the holly family, both male and female plants are 
needed to produce the black berries that form later in 
the year.

Wild Hydrangea
Hydrangea arborescens

A shrub for shade and part 
shade areas! The native relative 
of ornamental hydrangeas, Wild 
Hydrangeas bloom in late 
spring and summer and can 
have large, showy panicles. Can 
do well in dry, even rocky, soil.

Red Chokeberry
Aronia arbutifolia

A large, multi-stemmed shrub with many beautiful 
red berries. Leaves turn red in autumn, offering great 
fall color. Prefers sun to part shade and is adaptable 
to a wide variety of soil conditions.

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTION:

 Do I need to amend my soil  
 before planting?

 Our natives are species that  
 are adapted for Virginia's soil 
 conditions. While adding a 
 small amount of compost  
 won't hurt, it's not necessary.  
 For hard, compact soils, we do 
 recommend breaking up the  
 soil with a trowel or shovel  
 directly around the spot being  
 planted.



What's New at the Nursery
Late season bloomers are lighting up the nursery! Joe Pye Weeds and bonesets, asters and 
goldenrods---all are making for a colorful display while providing insects with essential 
sources of nectar!

-Rosebay Rhododendron (Rhododendron 
maximum)
-Flame Azalea (Rhododendron calendulaceum)
-Large Cranberry (Vaccinium macrocarpon)
-Inkberry (Ilex glabra)
-Virginia Sweetspire (Itea virginica)

New Species that will be Available Soon:
-Northern Bayberry (Morella pensylvanica)
-Broad-leaf Meadowsweet (Spiraea latifolia)

New Species:

Full Sun to Part Shade
Soil Moisture: Medium to Wet
Height: 3-4 ft
Spread: 2-3 ft
Bloom Time: August-October
*Albemarle County Native

Turtleheads can reach a height of 4 feet, and 
their unique white to pinkish flowers do indeed 
resemble turtle heads. Loved by bumblebees, 
this plant is also a host for Baltimore 
Checkerspot caterpillars.  

Turtlehead (Chelone glabra)

Flower of the Month

We've also restocked Pinxter 
Azalea, Maple-leaf Viburnum, Wild 
Hydrangea, Rose species, and 
more.



This variegated fritillary (pictured above) made a chrysalis on one of our Coral Honeysuckle 
plants. We had a chance to watch its chrysalis mature in our Insect Corner and see the 
beautiful butterfly that it became! While the fritillary has emerged and flown away, we still 
have its beautiful chrysalis on display. Like other Fritillaries, Variegated Fritillary caterpillars 
feed on violets including Common Blue Violet, Striped Cream Violet, and Long-spurred Violet.

Variegated Fritillary

When you visit the nursery, take a moment to check out 
our new display and get a peek at the wildlife 

interactions we see daily while working with natives! 
Late summer is a time abounding with wildlife---

caterpillars are busy eating and growing as they continue 
on their journey to becoming a butterfly or moth. 

A Look at our New Insect Corner

Currently at The Insect Corner:

Skiff Moth
Perhaps one of the most interesting looking 
caterpillars, the Skiff Moth hardly looks like a 
caterpillar at all! A member of the slug 
caterpillar family, they do not have legs, 
instead using a suction apparatus to glide 
along foliage. Some of their host plants 
include Black Cherry, Rose species, Black 
Willow, and others.

Black Swallowtail
Almost as beautiful in their earlier stages as they 
are in their adult butterfly form, Black Swallowtail 
caterpillars are a showy burst of color.  When 
disturbed, these caterpillars expose an orange 
“tongue” to help scare away any possible predators. 
 Ours are currently munching away on their native 
host plant, Golden Alexanders.

Black Swallowtail Caterpillar on 
Golden Alexanders

Skiff Moth Caterpillar on
 Red Chokeberry

Newly-Emerged Variegated Fritillary
 On Chrysalis



Hummingbird Clearwing

Unicorn Caterpillar
Masters of camoflage, these members of the 
Prominent family can be tricky to spot amongst 
plant foliage. Often what appears to be a leaf is 
actually one of these clever caterpillars 
concealed by their unusual shape and blending 
colors. Not too choosy when it comes to diet, 
these caterpillars will eat Ninebark, Wild Cherry, 
New Jersey Tea, Witch Hazel, American Plum, 
Rose Family, Black Willow and Sweet 
Pepperbush.

Often seen in flower gardens throughout 
summer, Tiger Swallowtails are cheery 
butterflies with bright yellow wings. Similar to 
other Swallowtails, their caterpillars will 
expose a “tongue” when threatened as well as 
use their false eyespots to mimic a snake. 
Some of their host plants include Sweetbay 
Magnolia and Wild Cherry.

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail

Feeding on Coral Honeysuckle as 
well as a variety of Viburnums, 
Hummingbird Clearwings are day 
flying moths that can be found 
sipping nectar from an 
assortment of blooms. We 
currently have their caterpillars 
on our Southern Arrowwood.Hummingbird Clearwing 

on Wild Bergamot
Hummingbird Clearwing Caterpillar on 

Southern Arrowwood

Unicorn Caterpillar on American Plum

Tiger Swallowtail caterpillar on 
Sweetbay Magnolia


